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Sepbembar 13, 1993

Honorable Japes M. Slater
Judge of the Superisr Conrt
tounty of Santa Barbara
1100 Anacapa Itreaet

Santa Barbara, Th 93101

(ear Judge Slatar:

The Commission sn Judicial Pezformance has determined that
you should be publicly reproved for the following condust:

"on Bpril 21, 1993, Judge Slater returnsd te the Santa
Barbara courthouwse parking lot after the lunch hour to find a
van parked in his reserved parking apace. Judge $later parked
in & space reserved for someons slze and went inte the
courbionse, where he contacted the court administrator and said
that he wanted the wvan towed. Judge Slater then returned to
the parking lot, where he deflated the right front tire of the
wvan. The van in guestion kelonged to = handicepped pecsoi.

Findings of miscondust in formal proceedings nuwst be
cstablizhed by claar and convincing evidence. In this case.
there was sufficient evideance to support a finding that Judge
Slater deflated the right front tire of the wan. However,
there was hnobt sufficient evidence to sstablish that Judge
£later was aware that the van belonged to a handicapped porson,
or to astapliszh that he made any commenht wnich might hawve
indicated such awareress. There alsc was nobt safficient
evidence to establish theat Judge Slater laker denied deflating
the bire.

Judge Slater has offered that he was upset akout previeous
ineidents in which his parking space had keegh usuxped, and
about a previous vandalisw of his autamokile. Judge Slater has
presented as justification that his intent was to keep the wvan
in the pavking lot until it could be cited and towed. The
commission found that these cencerns did not justify Judge
Slaterfs condust.



Honoxable James M. Slater
Septofmber 13, 1992
Page Two

Afteor conducting an investigation of the incident, .the
santa Barbara County Distriet Attorney issusd a report
concluding that Judge Slater had engaged in wnjustificd
tanpering with a wehiche within the weaning of Vehicle Codae
Beckisn 10852, but stating that the matter would nat ke
progecuted.

The commissicn found, and Judge Slater agreed, that Judge
Slater’'s conduct was conbrary the California Code of Fudicial
condugt. Canen 2 of the California code of Judicial Conduct
provides that a judge "should respect and comply with the law
and should act at all times in a manner that prometes public
confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the
judiciary." Coanon 1 of the Code of Judicial Sonduct provides
that a judge “"should participate in establishing, wmaintaining
and enforcing high standards of conduct, abd should parsaonally
chserve thase standards so that the integrity and independencsa
of the judiciary will ke pressrved.”

The commissich noted that the judge’s cenduct had ted ta
axtensive negative publicity tending to dimintsh public
confidence in the Jjudicdary and bring the judiciary inte
disreputa. '

In mitigation, the comnissien took inte account Judgse
Slater’s lengthy service without discipline and noted that the
jincident apweared to be an iselated one and that Judge Slater
had admitted his misconduct and had oxpressed remorse.  The
conmission considered that Judge Blater had apologized to the
owne?* of the van, and had met with an organization of disaklead
persons to dizcouss improving access teo publis buildings and the
cepsitivity of goveroment employess to problems of the
handicapped. "

This public reproval is being issuwed with your censent.

ery trualy yours,

L
Wicthria B. Hehléy
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